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Based o n G i n n y ' s comment a t t o d a y ' s b r i e f i n g , I t h i n k i t ' s impor tan t t o c l a r i f y E P A ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n gof the role of the ci t izens who p a r t i c i p a t e in our working group . When we e s t a b l i s h e d the workingg r o u p in 1998, we spent some time d e v e l o p i n g procedural g u i d e l i n e s and a p u r p o s e s ta tement.T h e s e are written and are part of the record.
W h i l e we invited someone f r om every neighborhood to p a r t i c i p a t e in the working group , someci t i z en s were not c o m f o r t a b l e c l a i m i n g to represent any other view but t h e i r own i n d i v i d u a l view.EPA a c k n o w l e d g e d th i s concern and assured the p a r t i c i p a n t s that there was no e x p e c t a t i o n thatc i t i z ens who p a r t i c i p a t e represent anyone but themselves .
T h i s is documented in the procedural gu id e l in e s . The l a n g u a g e is, "each member of the workinggroup is expected to clearly articulate and represent his or her interests and may or may notrepresent the interests of others."
At the V B / 1 7 0 S i t e , EPA has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to evaluate community acceptance of various r emedia la l t e r n a t i v e s by not o n l y working with the ci t izens who p a r t i c i p a t e in the working g r o u p but a l so byconduc t ing other p u b l i c outreach act ivi t ie s . So, at t h i s po in t in t ime, we have not conductedenough p u b l i c outreach to c o n f i d e n t l y say we know the level of community accep tance of any ofthe alternatives being considered. The vast major i ty of p e o p l e who live in V B / 1 7 0 don't even knowan FS has been d e v e l o p e d .
We value and a p p r e c i a t e the t ime and e f f o r t invested by the working group members and have usedtheir input on s a m p l i n g d e s i g n s , risk assessment issues, and the d e v e l o p m e n t of a l t e r n a t i v e s .However, we do not know how well they represent the V b / 1 7 0 community. We won't know th i s
unt i l p u b l i c comments are received on the p r o p o s e d p l a n . It was never EPA's i n t e n t i o n t o eva lua t ecommunity acceptance of any of our work s o l e l y t h r o u g h the W o r k i n g G r o u p .


